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Parent/Student Practice Expectations 

I ask for parents to sign-off on assignments each week for students in 7th grade and younger; if a parent or 

guardian is not involved in observing practice at home (or at least listening to “the finished product” before your 

student’s next lesson), the students move forward in lessons at a significantly slower rate. Bonus: continually 

working on the same music for weeks or even months is frustrating for the student, parent and teacher… This 

should aid in alleviating that problem! 

• Ideal number of days to practice each week: 5 

• Start practicing the day of or day following our lesson, while what we worked on is still fresh in 
the memory – otherwise the next lesson may need to be a complete review (think of it as a 
waste of your time/money!) 

 

2nd Graders and Younger 
The students I've seen do best seem to have a high level of parent involvement and oversight in their 
practice. I'd recommend sitting with your student 75% of the time they're practicing. The main reason 
for this is to read instructions to them and help them to understand what their assignments are. While 
I do go over these things with students in lessons, it's easy to forget and the young ones will need 
guidance. Also, making sure they understand where to start songs from on the instrument itself is 
very important. Even if you don't play, the pictures make it pretty clear - to adults – what to do. 
Towards the end of each week, once they've gotten the hang of things, feel free to back away a little.  
 
3rd and 4th Graders 
Be around and available 50% of the time as students are practicing. Make sure you and they know 
what should be worked on, and how (sometimes there are specific instructions... this is for good 
reason!). Ask to hear their music the day before a lesson, to check-in. If there is a lot of starting and 
stopping, not enough practice has been done. You may need to sit with them during practice to 
ensure instructions are being followed.  
 
5th-7th Graders 
Be in-the-know and around for practice 25% of the time. Usually this age group does fine practicing 
on their own, but they can have "selective memories" when it comes to what to practice. Also, they 
are busier. Just making sure they are finding time/remembering practice is a big part of the equation. 
Help by reminding them, and check-in just before a lesson to hear what they've been working on. Ask 
for a “preview performance” just before the student heads to a lesson with me, running down their 
assignment list. Showing you’re paying attention… That will suffice! 
 
8th Graders and Older 
At this point they are typically playing because they enjoy it and can be trusted to practice on their 
own. But check in from time to time; ask to hear what they're working on. If you don't notice 
advancement, then ask more questions about assignments. 
 

• Double-check e-mailed assignments against what your student is working on, to 
ensure they’re getting to everything. 

• If there are questions about assignments, please never be afraid to ask me for 
clarification! Take a picture of the problem page and e-mail it to me, along with the 
question/concern, etc. I'm glad to help if it means your student can have 
productive practice time. 


